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was necessary in order to defray the charges of the Hyderabad
Contingent, a body of troops absolutely needed for preserving
order within the Nizam's dominions, and for curbing the unruly
bands of foreign mercenaries which had during the course of
many years been collected by His Highness' authority. The
British Government had from time to time advanced large sums
for the pay of the Contingent, until the debt reached a stage when
a settlement for the past and a material security for the future
became indispensable. The Nizam then signed the treaty whereby
.lie made over the administration of Berar to the British Govern-
ment., retaining his titular sovereignty, and being entitled to
receive the surplus which might remain "financially, after the
expenses of governing the province and of maintaining the Con-
tingent had been defrayed; the said expenses, however, being
entirely at the discretion of the British Government. There
was no alternative left except that of taking over territory; the
troubles in the Nizam's government having gathered and
thickened during many yearn, at length reached a stage when
his relations with the British Government were compromised
and the safety of his State imperilled. But since the comple-
tion of the arrangement by Dalhousie regarding Berar, these
difficulties have entirely ceased, and in no part of the empire
lias u change for the butler been more apparent than in His
Highness' dominions.

In regard to the policy of bringing under 'British administra-
tion those Native States which might be fairly regarded as
having, by* failure of heirs, lapsed to the British Government,
or which had become disposable on the termination of war, the
conclusion of treaties and the liko, Dalhousio believed in his
conscience that the transfer of a people from Native to British
rule was productive of blessing** moral and material. He was
much impressed by the reports received of Native misrule.
The administration of Native States has HO much improved
since his day, that the argument an it struck him will
hardly be appreciated now in its full forces. But after full
allowance has been made for possihle amelioration of Native
rule on the one hand, and for practical defects still remaining